
 

 

Feel free to use this guide as a starting point for you and your students to explore the show and its rich

content. This study guide is designed to enhance your students’ experience in seeing Pete the Cat. It will

provide discussion points after your class has seen the production, along with lessons and in-class

activities. These activities will extend the topic-specific ideas within the show, and engage the students in

a hands-on classroom project. Feel free to adapt or change any discussion prompts or material to suit your

classroom and style!

Our show is based on the Pete the Cat series of books by James and Kimberly Dean. Pete, a rock and roll

cat, and his animal friends are living a life of freedom and jam sessions when they wander into a yard and

Pete is caught by the cat-catcher and sent to spend a week as a house cat with a family. Pete meets his

host family, the Biddles. He becomes roommates with Jimmy Biddle, a second grader who is nervous

about the idea and has a lot of rules about behavior he wants Pete to follow. However, Pete likes to play

it cool and is not a rule-follower. Jimmy brings Pete to school and his math test turns into an art class.

Jimmy is flustered and copies another student’s painting because he can’t think of his own idea for a

picture. He gets in trouble and has to create an original picture in order to pass second grade. To help

him, Pete takes Jimmy in the VW (Very Wonderful) bus to find inspiration for his perfect picture. They

travel to the beach, the moon, and Paris. When Jimmy finally learns to let loose and jam with magic

sunglasses on, he paints the perfect picture!

The Story
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Thank you for attending TheaterWorksUSA’s production of

Pete the Cat. We hope this guide will help your students

learn more about the musical and its content, as well as

give you creative ways to make the show part of your

curriculum. A trip to the theater is always very special and

unique, and it can create a lifelong passion for

performance and storytelling. We hope our production will

inspire your students. You may want to review some basic

theater etiquette with your class, as this might be one of

their first theater experiences. Talking or being disruptive

during the performance is distracting to the actors and

fellow audience members. However, we highly encourage

clapping, laughing, and cheering at the parts they enjoy.
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